Authentication and Legalisation Steps

Non-Publicly Filed Document

e.g. Contract, Power of Attorney

Notarised signature placed on document

Is country where document will be used party to the Hague
Apostille Convention?

Yes?

Apostille

Notary Authentication by County Clerk
or Secretary of State (depending on
location of notary)

Secretary of State affixes Apostille

No?

Legalisation

Notary Authentication by County Clerk
(depending on location of notary)

Secretary of State authenticates County
Clerk

Where should document be legalised? (Depends on consular

policy.)

D.C. Embassy

Authentication by U.S. State
Department

Legalisation at Embassy

Local Consulate

Legalisation at Consulate



Authentication and Legalisation Steps

Publicly Issued Federal Agency Document
e.g. Certified Copy of Trademark Filing

Obtain certified documents from appropriate federal
agency

Is country where document will be used party to the Hague
Apostille Convention?

Yes? No?
Apostille Legalisation
Apostille affixed by U.S. State Document is authenticated by U.S.
Department State Department

Legalisation at Embassy



Authentication and Legalisation Steps

Publicly Issued State or Local Document
e.g. Certified Copy of Charter Documents

Is country where document will be used party to the Hague

Apostille Convention?

Yes? No?
Apostille Legalisation
Obtain certified copies with apostille Obtain certified copies with
affixed from Secretary of State (or authentication affixed from Secretary
similar filing office) where entity is of State (or similar filing office) where
registered. entity is registered.

Where should document be legalised? (Depends on consular

policy.)

D.C. Embassy Local Consulate

Authentication by U.S. State Legalisation at Consulate
Department

Legalisation at Embassy



